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This report is a collection of miscellaneous information on the Austrian 
Communist Party {KP0e), which has been obtained from various sources. Items ~ 
are grouped under general headings, and each item is separately dated, 


Propaganda and Election Plans 


5X1X6 | EE 


1, At an informal meeting of KPOe minor functionaries on 23 February 1949, SOQEL, 
section chief of Section ITI at KPOe District Headquarters,Vienna IZ, stated 
-that Fried] FUERNSERG, KPOe General Secretary, told a meeting of section and 
district heads on 21 February 1949 that the KPGe could not expect more than 
six geats in the Austrian Parliament as a result of the next elections, + 
PUERNBERG allegedly advised his audience not to be overly es guine with respect 
to KPOe election prospects. 
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On 24 January 1949, Franz HONNER of the Central Committee was overheard 
to remark to Franz MAREK, also of the Central Committee, that election 
efforts on the part of all Austrian political parties except the KP0e 
would be unavailing, since the Communists will be in power in Austria 
vefprg bag elections will have been held.“ 


M23 February 1949 


3. 


/ 


h.,, 


5 


At a meeting of youth leaders of the KPOe on 23 February 1949, VOKHOJ, 
representative of the Communist-dominated Freie Oesterreichische Jugend 
(FOed} in the Pregidium of the Trade Union Youth, outlined election 
plans of the KPOe aa follows: Beal 


a. Only a political coup can bring about a change in the Austrian 
politieal scene advantageous to the KPOe. The KPOe will operate 
more effectively after the departure of the Western Allies. 


b, Since the KPOe cannot be sure of complete and sincere cooperation 
on the part of Erwin SCHARF and his left wing Socialists, there 
will be no union between SCHARF's party and the KPQe. 


Go KPOe election proparanda will be concentrated on Lower Austria and 
Burgenland; the KPOe has little chance of increasing its vote in 
the non-Soviet zones or in Vienna. 


|KPOe Policy 


25X1X6 


© February 1949 


As a result of the sharp criticism which has been directed against the 
KPOe at almost all recent Cominforn meetings, source considers that a 
re-organization of top KPOe leadership in the near future is to be ex- 
pected, He cites a recent statement, of SCHIIDTBAUER, KPOe district 
Leader of Vienna Ii, who claimed that tne Cominform has charged the 
KPOe with intolerable passivity and accused it of degenerating into a 
*hourgeois party". te 


25X1X6 ; 
there are currently tvo rival factions within the 
Cantral Committee of the KPOe. One faction, led by Franz HONNER, ad~ 
vovates the attainment of a Communist state in Austria by revolution. 

A more moderate proup, lead by Ernst FISCHER, is striving to achieve 

the same end without resort to violence, Up to the present, source 

claims, FISCHER's policy has been pursued, but its lack of results has 

made many Conmunists incline toward the policy of HONNER. Se 
members of the Central Committee as Viktor ELSER, Laurenz GENNR, and Friedl 
FUERNBERG support HONNER's attitude, although FUERNSERG, as Party Sec- 
retary, has been careful to avoid creating dissension within the Party. 
KOPLENIG, Chairman of the Gentral Committee, is only a figurehead,. ac- 
cording to source, Hive . 


Militant Action 


25X1X6 


WE — 30 January 1949 
6. 


A so-called Fighting Association against Narmonpers (Kampfbund geen die 
Kriegsnetzer) was set up in the course of a meeting held on 30 January 
1949 at KPOe District Headquarters for Vienna XXI, am Spitz 16. The 
meeting was attended by representatives of FOed, veterans of the Spanish 
Civil War, and representatives of various Conmunist front organizations. 
The head of the organization will allegedly be Soviet Col, Ivan CHERKOV; 
HONNER and FUERNSERG are said to be members in name only, The newly-- 
established organization has the general mission of "furthering the 


realization of Communism in Austria by all available means and removing — 
to ts oeranigabion, 
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a, Identification of all Austrians and all persons not nationals of 
the occupying powers who are employed by, or work with an Allied 
Power, 

b, Identification of anti~Communiste. 

¢. Establishment of arms caches, 


d. Identification of residences of the Yestern Allies, 


e, Identification of military units of the Western Allies, with related 
intelligence and 0/8 material. 


f. Execution of armed security measures and sabotazo tasks, ® 
Cooperation with the Soviets in intellicence objectives and in kid- 


nappings. Intellirence activities will be dirveted by one Nikolaus 
ERAUSE “from the Vienna Komendatura ab the lictel 3ellaria. 


. && 


Source ff] ~ 30 January 1949 


7. On 30 January 1949, a meeting took place at KPOe Headquarters, Vienna XXI 


3 


at which FUERNBERG, HONNER, and other prominent. Austrian Communists are 
allered to have met with representalives of the Communist—dominated 
Leapue of Concentration Camp Victims (KZ-Verbvand) and with Austrian Com~ 
minists of Czechoslovak and Yugoslav background. Discussion centered 


_ about the compilation of a list of anti-Commnist Austrians and the 


recruitment of clean-up squads (Raeumunpskomaandos); the latter would 
have the assignment of liquidating traitors to the Party and anti~ 
Communist intelligence agents. 


Trade Union Activity 


Source JI} late February 1949 . 


om 
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Source 27 January 1949 
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The Central Committee is greatly interested in increasing KPOe influence 
among workers in Voréribere. Cells are being organized among employees 
of the spinning and weaving mille and some success has been attained, 
particularly among female employees of these plants, The KPOe propa~ 
ganda line consists of agitation for increased wages and bonuses, %#+ 


Sourcel} late January 1949 


9. 


Communist activity in Vienna trade unions, a2l strongly dominated by 

the Socialists, has achieved little success, There is a Communist cell 
within the Section of Private Employees in Vienna V; one man, a certain 
Josef ENGLER, is active on behalf of the Communists in the ‘lood-workers 
Section of Vienna XVI. Infiltration of the trade union youth orpaniza- 
tion (Gewerkschaftsjugend) has failed, now that BURGHART and Walter HEIL, 
active Communists who were beinp used principally for this purpose, have 
both discontinued their efforts; BUSGHART has withdrawn from all politi-~ 
cal activity, and Walter HEIL has joined the Socialist youth prorran 
after publically retracting his former Communist views in Trotzdem, the 
organ of the Socialist youth movement, #3 


Communist Youth Orpanizations- 
25X1X6 


Sourcel- 9 December 1948 


40, A meeting of officials of Kinderland, Communist frent organization for 


young children, took place on 9 December 1919, in the Haus der Jugend, 


‘Vienna XV, Felberstrasse 42-6, Dr. Gustav JELINKO, head of the orraniza- 


tion, addressed the meeting and demanded increased Comminist activity to 
be sponsored by Kinderland, ite 


a. “Vain headquarters of the three Communist-frant arcanigations, Frete 
L ie Veet Ch tal oO iets Bases hee owteewiae: S 
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been moved to Vienna IV, Prinz Eugenstrasse 12, At this address, 
the city headquartera of FOeJ has four rooms and Kinderland has two 


rooms .* 


Georg SCHWARZ was aprointed FOeJ provincial leader for Lower Austria; 


Fritz WEISSEN3ECK continues as Vienna chairman of the FOed. 


Paul 


FRISCHAUER, formerly first secretary of FOeJ and assistant leader of 
Vienna FOeJ, has apparently discontinued his activities, though further 


details are not available, Other personnel in Vienna FOed are Frita 
VOSOL, secretary; Otto ASCHER, in charge of administration and social 
activities; Gisi ISER, former district leader of Vienna VII, Herbert 


STEINGR remains federal secretary of FOeJd; Otto. BRICHACKA mem- 
ber of the Central Committee and national head of FOed, has been less 


active in the organization. 


ASCHER has recently. stated that FOeJ is 


in a precarious financial situation and would be unable to hold to~ 
pether, should the Soviets withdraw their support 


The situation of FOed has been steadily worsening except in Lower 


Austria. 


The new FOed provincial leader for Lower Austria, Georg 


SCIZARZ, has, however, not only checked the decline of FOed but even 


improved its status. 


His success is to be attributed in part to 5o- 


viet support in providing vehicles by which menbers can be brought to 


the meetinrs. 


The Lower Austrian office of FOeJ has in fact one auto- 


mobile and two motorcycles on permanent assignment and can supplement 
this transportation with Soviet trucks after clearing an application 
through the KPOe Central Gommittesc. 


The present strenrth of FOed in Vienna is approximately as follows 
(a "group", in the discussion below, includes 15 to 40 members): 


Pa 


Vienna TI 
Vienna IT 


Vienna ITI 


Vienna IV 
Vienna V 
Vienna VI 
Vienna VII 
Vienna VIII 
Vienna IX 
Vienna X 


Vienna XI 
Vienna XIi 
Vienna XTIT 
Yiernma XIV—KV 
Vienna XVI 
Vienna XVII 
Vienna XVIII 
Vienna XIX 
Vienna XX 


"Vienna XXI 


Vienna XXIT 


None 

None, since all FO0eJ grouys were disbanded; still 
three grours of Junge Garte. 

One weak rroup; most of ‘he forver FOed members 


have joined Marxistiseh: Jugend units which are 


seeking to attract left wing Socialists 7% 


One group 


‘One group 


None 

None 

One proup allegedly ’ominated by left wing Socialists. 
One weak group 

About 100 members, rt the organization is disintegrat- 
ing. 

About 100 members; strong, well-organized and steady. 
One strong group 

One weak group 

Two proups combined; still very weak. 

Two strong ywroups 

One veak group 

None 

None 

About. 50 member-,,(In September 1948 there were 150.) 
About 200 members.(This is one half as many as in 
September 1948.) 

About 400 members. (Oneshalf of the membership of 
September 194€.) 


In the factories, FOeJd is strong only at Osram, Globus Verlag (where 
membership in FOeJ is compulsory for apprentices), GlanzstoffFabrik, 


and Rax Werk, ° 


0050004-7 
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dad, Total estimated membership in Vienna is about 1,000 to 
1,500 for FOeJ and 500 to 1,000 for Junge Garde, These 
figures my be compared with an estimated 400 to 400 mem- 
bers of the OeVP youth movement. and an estimated 3,500 for 
25X1X6 the Socialist youth movenent, including the Falkeri . 


Sovrce[il-_ early February 1949 


13. Early in February 1949, FOed officials Otto BRICHACEK , Paul 
FRISCIVYat, and a third unspecified man were present at a meet- 
ing in Germany which was attended by Communist youth leaders 
from other European countries including Italy, France, and 
Belgium. No details of the meeting are known to source; similar 
trips on the part of FOeJ officials, particularly to the satellite 
countries, are very frequent. Since no real atfempt is made to 
keep such trips secret, source interpretsFRISCHAUIR's coming trip 
to Moscow and WEISSENBECK's projected trip to the CSR to arranre 
for Austrian participation in a Czechoslovak labor brigade as in- 
dications that the FOaJ does not plan to participate in any strikes 
or disturbances during April 1949 (when the Soviets will be in con- 
trol of the International District of Vienna). During the absence 
of FRISCUAUFR and WEISSEN3ECK, the Vienna secretary, VOSOL, will 
take over most of the running of FOed. * 


25X1X6 


Tenants' Association and KP0e 


Source IF late February 1949 


Ws, The KPOe District Headquarters of Vienna II was successful by 
means of a shrewd ruse in electing its candidates as officers 
in the Tenants! Association (MWietervereinigung). A few days 
before the election was to take place, Communist members of the 
Tenants! Association called on non-Communist members and col~ 
lected membership cards belonging to the latter, asserting that 
the membership cards were required at the sgntral offices of the 
Tenants' Association for recording purposes. About 200 cards 
were collected in this manner and distributed to reliable Com- 
munists. These Communists, with their illerally~acquired menber- 
ship cards in the Tenants! Association, managed to pack an election 
meeting of the Association by arrivine several hours before the 
election was to bs held, . The Police Chief of Vienna II,#* a Com- 
munist, then refused b> admit anyone elce because of police in- 
junctions against overcrowding, The result was the election by 
a vote of 300 to @7 of Communist Gemeinderat SCIIEDER to head the 
fene-' +’ Association of Vienna IT. - 


25X1X6 


kPOe and USTA 


25X1X6 
25X1X6 Source J 1 February 1949 


15. ,A determined effort is being made by USIA to increase control over 
workers in the USIA plants by intensifying Communist activities at 
such plants and by exerting pressure to force workera into joining 
the Communist cells. These measures may be due at least in part — 
to the acute displeasure caused recently at USIA Headquarters by 
unexpected revelation in the hostile press of the USIA pact with 
Bulgaria; this disclosure is thought by USIA officials to have 
originated in USIA-controlled factories, specifically those in the 
field of heavy industry and precision machinery, and is officially 
attributed to espionage, USIA has taken steps apainst suspected . 
espionape activity, especially thrgurh increased surveillance of 
administrative officials, and the/KPOe has been requested to assist 
in this policy, Heinrich FRITZ,/Central Committee member, is in 
charge of extending Communist célis in USIA plants; he has stated 
that Commmnist cells now include about 60% of the total employees “HHH 
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KPQe and Erwin SCHARF 


25X1X6 Souree a: January 1949 


16. The first conclusive example which source has noted of cooperation 
between the KP0e and Erwin SCHAIF's left. wing Socialist party, the 
Prorressive Socialists’ Association, was the KPOe distribution to 
a few trusted Communist officials of a pamphlet written by SCHARF 
on the subject of the Tenants' Association. The officials were 
instructed to supervise further distribution of the pamphlet but 
without revealing its origin.* 
25X1X6 


25X1X6 a eeEee January 194; 


17. SCHARF has launched a virorous attack against the policy of in- 

- + dustrial collaboration between labor and manarererit, which was 
recently advocated by Johann SOEHM, Socialist Vice-President of 
Parliament and President of the Austrian Trade Union Association .** 
Johann HEINRICH, an editor of the Volksstimme, hag allegedly stated 
that SCHARF will advocate revision of the proposed date of the 
next Austrian elections from the fall to the spring of 1949. 
HEINRICH further claimed that other Soclalist Party functionaries, 
even possibly including Minister of the Interior. HELIER, might be 
expected to join mC in opposition to the official Socialist 
atand, #** 


25X1X6 Source = 10 February 1949 


18, a. Viktor POSPISCHIL, one of SCHARF's main supporters who is 
often seen with him at public patherinrs, has been a member 
of the KP0e for some time, accordinr to Johann H@INRICH, a 
Volksstinme editor 4 


&. Toni BAYER, a member of the SCIARF proup, recently stated that 
SCHARF's activities are attracting many new adherents to his 
cause, One of the latest conjerts is gaid to be ths Austrian 
educator, Josef Luitpold STSYN. The latter is allegedly a 
close friend of Ernst FISCHER; both FISCHER and MATSJKA have 
influenced STERN's political thinking ,3+s%? 


c. BATER further stated that SCHARF 's group would not, at present, 
identify itself with the Communists since the real function 
of the group is to win over as many Socialists as possible as 
sympathizers with SCHARF*s doctrines, If the SCHARF supporters 
can be persuaded to deliver a vote for the Commnists, this 
could ba rerarded as a pretest measure apainst present Socialist 
policy. Se E 


KPOe_ and Other Sommunist Parties 


25X1X6 source 2 January 1949 


ly, Giuseppe FERRO of the Italian Consulate in Innsbruck is a known 
member of the Partito Communista Italiano. It may be throurh his 
mediation that Austrian Conmunists seem to experience relatively 
less difficulty in obtaining visas to Italy than other Austrians “es | 


25X1X6 Ss Sourcelff}- 2) January 1949 


20, One DI VITTORIC, Italian labor leader, arrived in Vienna on 
21 January 1949 for a ten-day visit to discuss labor matters with 
KPOe leaders. 
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KPpOe Educational Activities . 


25X1X6 Source | 2 January 1949 


21. 


25X1X6 


Since the KP0e has frequently been criticized for the weakness of its 

parby educational system, an attempt has been made to correct this 

weakness throurh institulion of the Alfred Klahr Vienna Seminar at 

Vienna XVITI, Martinstrasse 92; some lectures will also be given at 

Vienna II, Laufenburggaes6, A library will be maintained at the first 4 
location. Lectures will be given every Friday on political themes and 
Marxist interpretation of art and science, * 


25x1x6 Source lil 23 February 1949 


22. 


As part of a policy of decentralizing Party educational activities, E 
political lectures in Vienna factory organizations and sections will i 
be carried out by KFde District Headquarters which alone will have 

the responsibility for supervising appointment of lecturers.and de- 

livery of Lectures ,+* 


20K1X8 — sourcellll 30 January 1949 


23, Dr; Franz ZWITTER of Klagenfurt, one KLAUDUS of Oberpullendorf bei 


‘planning Lo form a Section for Minority Groupg within the society. 


Mattersburg, Burgesland, and a third man, name unknown to source, 

had a confidentia? conference during the course of a meeting of the 
Oesterreichisch~tassische Gesellschaft, Vienna I, Jchannesgasse 26, 

on 30 January 19/9. Dr. ZVITTER was present in his official canard iy 
as representative of the Slovene Liberation Front (OF), KLAUDUS is 

a Gommunist whe was officially representine the Croatian minority of 
Burgenland, .AUDUS had been planning to organize s book exhibit in 
Mattersburg aid Bisenstadt to take place in February 1919 with the 
purpose of ‘lisplaying the prerress of Yugoslav literature, He ac- 
cordinsly ordered a number of books from Belrrade and presented his 
list for epproval to the Seviet commander in Eisenstadt. Tho latter 
immediate’y cancelled the proposed list and replaced the titles with 
others to be procured from Moscow, declarine that "Tito literatura" 
was forbijden. The third unknown man who took part in the conference 
at the Aurtro-Russian Society is possibly a representative of Czecho— 
slovak sinority groups in Austria, The three men are allepedly 


One of the first acts which ZI TTER will carry oub on behalf of this 
section is to form branches of the society in Voelkermarkt, Eilsenkappel, 
and Bleiburz, all three in Carinthia .#** - 


25X1X6 Source MM Fetvary 1949 


2h. Josef TSCAOFANIG, member of the Central Committee, arrived in Vienna 


from Carinthia in late January or early February 19/9. He was ac~ 
companied by Johann TUEUK, Josef KOMPEIN, and.a certain MATZNER. All 

four me: are to abtend a special Party course desirned to last about 

a mont), Source has previously reported in late January 1949 that 
TSCHOPZNIG was expected to arrive in Vienna for special training but . 
indicsted at that time that he was to be accompanied by Josef NISCHAL"I TZ Gt 
and Johann KALT, both from XrOe Provincial Headeuarters in Klagenfurt. 


A third report from the same source, dated 24 February 1949, indicated that 


bot}, TSCHOFUIG and Johann KAZIANKA, the latter formerly a member of the 
Uprer Austrian Landtag, were recalled for training to Vienna; in iSCHOFENIG's 
absence, Hermann LANGB'IN of the Central Committee will function as head 

of the KPOe provincial organization in Carinthia. Source further reports 
that TSCHOFENIG's absence from Klagenfurt will. coincide with the draw 

ing up of electoral lists for the next Upper Austrian Landtar; source 

aplies that the KPOe intends in this way to prevent TSCHOFANICG from pre 
yenting himself as a candidate for the Landtap ,#itir 


25X1X6 Communist Press 
25X1X6 
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Sourts J 29 January 1949 


financial difficulties continue unabated at Globus Verlag and there . 


at ; 
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Wochenschau, printed on a commission basis until recently by Globus, 
has gone bankrupt; the paper still owes Globus 15,000 to 20,000 
sehillings for services rendered, A further continuous deficit is 
sustained through publication of the Party mapazine, “eg und Ziel, 
published under supervision of the KPOe Central Committee; chis 
magazine retails for 1.50 schillings per copy, of which .32 schillings 
per copy revert to Globus.* 


25X1X6 Source]. 8 February 1949 


fh 
bo a 
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he number of Globus employees has dropped from a post-war hirh of 
1,200 to 850 at present; further reductions in personnel are expected 
at the end of March 1949. An arrangement has been made by USIA with 
Globus whereby USIA will supply Globus with some of its necesssry 
printing supplies in exchange for cancellation of outstanding USIA 
debts to Globus, Globus will also benefit, alone with other unspecified 
KPOe publishing firms, throurh the printing of booklets on political 
subjects for eastern Cermany; the total contract amounts allapgediy to 
190,000 schillinrs. Globus will receive in exchange for the booklets 
an equivalent amount of scientific publications and belles~lettres, 
from the Reklam-Universum publishing house in Leipzig .#* 


Source] February 1949 


a. The following table shows the circulation of certain Comaunist 
publications for the month of February 1949: 


Yolksstimme weekly edition 62,000 (42,000 subscribers ) 
Sunday edition 100,000 (‘70,000 subscribers) 
Der Abend ~ 20,000 
Die Woche over 80,000 (formerly, 160,000) 
Die Landpost 30,000 
Hach der Arbeit 34,000 (70,000 to 75,000 in 1948) 
Jugend Voran’ (F0ed) 8,000 
Der Mabnruf (Concentration Camp 10,000 
Victims) 
Der Neve Yeg (for Jews) {,, 000 
Tapblatt am Montag 45,000 
Party newspapers such as 
‘Der Vener Vertrauensmann 4,000 
Der Eisenbahner 12 ,000 
Der Lehrling (new publication, 
selling for .20 schillinrs) £,,000 
Der Junggardist Figures not. known 
Freies Burgenland 8,500 (formerly 10,000) 


b. In general, Communist rublications are subject to the same financial 
difficulties as other Austrian newspapers. Der Neue “eg, mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph as ar organ for Je..g belonring to the 
KPGe, has several times been on the brink of collapse. Die Wespe, 
not cited above, which replaced Der Irel after the latter publication 

- had been confiscated for obscenity, is also in financial straits » 
and will probably po under. Der Abend has done fairly well, chiefly 
because of its excellent sports section which is directed by Fritz 
SER, an internat football player. SASK served in the British 
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Army and is probably the only non-Communist editor to be found 
with any Communist newspaper in Austria, He has even gone so 
far as to criticize the recent Czechoslovak sports regulations, 


c, The Communist press has been printing large orders of novels in 
newspaper form, especially Metropolroman and Neues Abenteuer, The 


former was printed in/@fition of 60,000 for Austria and 200,000 
for the eastern zone of Germany. 


d. Large orders have also been carried out for Hunpary, Recent= 
ly, a Hunrarian Communist Party calendar was printed in two colors: 
some 250,000 copies had been ordered and were transported across the 
frontier by Soviet trucks, Clese collaboration with Hunrary is 
demonstrated by publication of a Hungarian edition of the Vienna 
Soviet-sponsored Welt-[llustrierte which is also conveyed to Hungary 
by Soviet trucks, Large orders from Yugoslavia have been cancelled 
or left unfilled, Great hores of extensive business with the @astern 
gone of Germany have allegedly been hampered by the - Austrian 
Government. * 


25X1X6_— Sourcelfl. late January = early February 1949 


26, 


29. 


a. A campaign to sell 30,000 copies of the Carinthian Communist daily, : 
Volkswille gras carried out with success on 13 February 1949, F 
Carinthian orovincial functionaries of the KPOe took pergonal charge 
of the campaign since the ordinary members displayed little interest 
in pushing the newspaper, A similar effort will be made by the 
KPOe in the future to organize a sales campaign for the Volkswille 
one Sunday per month. i 


bo. The personnel director of the Communist printing house in Klagenfurt 5 
Kaerntner Volksverlag, Leopold HLAWATSCH, was recalled to Vienna on 
<O January 1949; his replacement was one WASSER, a Viennese of Jewish 
extraction, A new manager (Betriebsleiter) for the firm, a certain — 
SINKGRUBIR, formerly with Globus Verlag, will shortly be sent from 
Vienna 


a. Since KPOe Provincial Headquarters in Klarenfurt had to meet, heavy 
expenses in connection with its Party school at the Pension Lex, 
Dellach, the Kaerntner Volksverlag found itself with insufficient. 
funds to pay a bill amounting to 330,000 schillings, To cover the ' 
difference in available funds and amount due, the veteran Conmunist , 
Frang RAUNIK made a contribution of €5,000 schillings. RAUNIK, a e 
baker, born on 4 October 1885 in Leifling, Austrian national sresiding 
in Klagenfurt at Voelkermarkterstrasse 70, is a member of the advisory - 
board of the new Association of Concentration Camp Victima (K2Z-Verband), 
and a member of the Democratic Economic Union (Demokratischer “irt— : 
schaftsverband) .#3% 2 


b, Four-fifths of the Keerntnex Volksverlag are now oumed by Globus Verlag 
the remaining one~fifth is owmed by KP0e Provincial Headquarters in 
Klagenfurt, All selavies are paid by Globus Verlag. 


¢. One KOEPFL of Globus Verlar, no further details known. is reported 
to have carried out an inspection of the Kaerntner Volksverlap, 


d. The Carinthian daily, Volkswille, allegedly has a circulation of 
7,000 to 8,000; its best former circulation was about 15,000. 


_KPOe and OF (See also paragraph 21 above.) 


ee 


29X1X6  Sonrce ff - 12 February 1919 


30. 


A meeting between leaders of the KPOe Provincial Headquarters in Klapen« 
furt and OF leaders took place on 12 February 1949, The meeting represented 
an attempt to reconcile differences between the OF and the KPOe, Dige= 
cussion was continued on 17~1¢ February but no solution was reached. 


. The KPGe is particularly anxious |o retain its OF support in the coming 


Austrian elections. The OF offic'als allegedly declared that ni had to 
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Business Activities of the KPOe | 
ZORINO Source [February 1949 


31. Paul URBAN, part owner of the ‘ener Aussenhandel spesell schaft Urban 
& Go. Gam.bH,, Vienna I, Fuehrichgasse 6, recently told source that 
the KPO- had a half interest in his business. URBAN is asid te be 
about 3€ years olds he was born in Sarajevo, Jugoslavia, but has 
lived most of his Life in Austria ena is now an Austrian’ citizen. 
Source feels that URBAN joined the KPOe solely for business reasons. 
His firm deals mostly in import of food products. URBAN also told 
source that the KPOe had a 7§ percent interest in the firm of Samuel 
INSLICHT..* 


25X1X6 iravel of KPO0e Personalities 
25X1X6 Source [Ml 27 Jamary 1949 


2. On the basis of a conversation overheard by source, Heinrich DUERMAYER 
and MAREK were due to leave for Moscow on 10 February 1949, allegedly 
te receive instructions as to the -propaganda to be developed by the 
KPOe, #4 


Comuanist Personalities 


25X1X6 —- Souree [MM January 1949 


33. 4%. Herbert. FRIESENSICHLER, residing in Vienna VIIL, Pfeiigasse 42e/IIL 
25 years old. works for the information office (informations~bu ero’ 
of the Central Comittes. He is living with an unidentified forty=_ 
year-old Jewoss, said to be a Soviet agent, *#% 


b,. A certain Frau PAWLIN is the secretary of Walter FISCHER, brother of 
Ernst FISCUER, at KPOe District Headquarters, Vienna X,##** 


e, Heine MACHACEK, until recently a leading official (Organisatior~ 
gleiter) for Kinderland, has alleredly turned over his duties to 
RICHARDI, hitherto. dnspector and consultant for edagopy. 
MACHACEK will turn his attention to the Kinderland offices in the 
Central Committee Building HH 


ad. Hanna BENGIR, Austrian dancer and director of a Communist children's 
theater, torether with Harry SPINGEL, KPOe member, are to be 
summoned to appear before a Communist Party Court, to answer for an 
alleged theft of 500 schillings from Party funds, sss 


@. Ernst PRESDRICH and Alice LEDERER are both working in KPOe District 
Headquarters, Vienna XX, LEDEEN speni the war years in England 
and returned to Austria in 19453 he has served on a number of Colne 
minist youth delegations to foreipn eountrieg Hee 


@. Eduard KRAHL, Bezirksleiter for KPOe District lleadquarters, Vienna IV, 
is. also assigned a job in the Werksehuts commend, He has a number 


o” personal associations with Soviet personnel .“esu® 


Prof. Hans KNAUSK, orchestra leader, residing at Vienna iv, 
Veyringerpasse 27, has recently taken charge of a committee of 
teachers and educators directed by the Central Committee. One 
TeICHEST, residing at Vienna X, Van der Nuellpaase, also works 
on the committee of teachers and educators, in addition to his 
other duties in the bookkeeping and disbursing office of the 
Gentral Committee, TRICHERT's brother-in-law, Welter KIRSCH, is 
an editor of the Kinderland publication, 


mM 


kh, PLETZL, formerly of the Staatspolizei, is now an official of 
Kinderland in Vienna HHH 


25X1A6a 


25X1A6a 


25X1A6a 
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25X1X6 “le 


Sourtelllll ~ Jormery 1949 


34. & Dr. Valentin STRECHA, police official, is ellegedly attenpting 
to recruit reliable Communist to work for the Soviet MVD. * 


b. Kurt BUNTSCHOWITZ (or BUTSCHOVITZ), Vienna XVIII » Peter Jorden 
strasse 27, a mewber of the KP0e, recently boasted that he had 
just nmede a trip to Bratislava without a passport in company with 
diplomat from one of the Bastern European states, 


¢ Friedl FUERNBEIRG's family oceupies a number of immortant posts. 
His wife, E11i FUERNBERG, runs the Austrian section of TASS. Ilis 
sister Erna directs a business which maneges a mumber of hotels 
and restaurants, At present,the concern controls the Riesenred 
restaurant and a ledging houge. in Puchenstuben, Lower Austria; 
other lodging houses were formerly maintained in Mondsee, Salzburg 
Provitee, and Gerlos-Platte, Tyrol. FUERNBERG's brother-insJaw, 
Hans JELLINEK, was consultant on personnel for the Soviet OLL 
Administration and is now on a trip to Berlin and Jarsoy o1 KPOe 
business. 


Gommentss, 


Page 1 
% GE cornent: The Communists now have four seats in Parliament, 


TE ore 


Page 2 


* TE comment: While a cooler estimate of Commmist election prospects is 
given in the preceding paragraph, it is of interest that this and sindiler 
remarks are allegedly made on all Party levels not infrequently, 


sat 


Corments YORROJ is probably identical with a person of the sane 

name, said to be both an employee of Globus Verlag and social consultant 

at FOed National Headquarters, who a < reported among Gom= 25X1A2g 
mmnist functionaries attending the Leo Gabler KP0e school, Vienna XVIII, 
Nartinstrasse 92,in August 1948. . 


25X1A6a Hes: BM corns: SCHMIDTBAUER is possibly identical with an Alois SCHMID 


25X1A6a 


25X1A6a 


25X1X6 


UER, now residing at Langergasse 90, Graz, whoyin the fall of 1947, at-- 
tended a Communist school st Vienna Il, Laufbergersesse 12. Critictem of 
the KPOe by foreign Commmist critica is not nev, and it is unlikely on 
other evidence that the KPOe will be reorganized in the foreseeable future. 


omeent: Similar reports of rifts within the Central Committee 
4 eiways failed to materializes notably, reports of "“dewiationism' 
on the part of FISCHER are reparded as improbable. 


ee | 


“hee! 


* BR coe: : The propram outlined in a through £ bears a strong resemblance 
Fo Ghat of certain Central Committee directives >» Purporting to have been 
issued in January 1949, which allegedly laid dow plans for an "Abwear" 
tampaipn to gather military information concerning tha Western Allies. 

Source fin January 1949 reported the initiation of a similar propram but 
attributed its origin to the Central. Committee Information Office under 
Franz MAREK, rather than to the Kampfbund regen die Kriegshetzer, as stated 
above, A consideration of the dubious ultimate provenance and subsequent 
transmittal of all this information renders the assumption ait least possible 
that all reports on this theme have been fabricated wholly or in part. Never 
theless, while sspicion as to their eenuinesess is heightened by the fairly 
grandiose plans for projected espionage apainst the “Yestern Powers, if should 
wa remembered that there may be a preat difference between elaborate plans 
for such action and modest attempts to put such action into effect. The 
underlying nucleus of all these reports, that the KPOs is inberested in 
vathering military information concerning the Yestern Powers s may well be 
true, though it ia unlikely that this campaipn is being organised in detail 
or pushed with great vipor. 
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25X1A6a Page 2 (cont) 
oe Comment: Said to be a pseudonym; there are no file, traces on this 
ndividual. 
25X1A6B* Comment: It haz been reported that Robert fee believed to 


quarters of USIA, has made several trips Vorarlberg in recent months. 
Aiea mentioned aera may possibly be comnected with 
the above-mentione en orarlberp. 25X1A2g 


ZO TAG Bis MME Comment: ENGLER has not been previously reported. BURGHART and 
oy identical with BURKHART and Peter HEIL, reported 
in as FOad plants in the Gewerkschaftsjugend. The preceding 
25X1A2Q paragraph is fragmentary and in no senge a complete picture of KP0e 
activity in the trade unions. 


g 
251 AO Ren HR Comment: 9 JELINKO was mentioned ob 3 February 1949, 
however, Source C reported that JELINKO was no Longer national head 
of Kinderland thourh he remained honorary president . STEIGER, reported 
48 secretary in was allegedly no longer a paid official, To 
judge by parapraph 33 c, a number of chanres have occurred recently in 


Kinderland. 25X1A2g 
Page A 25X1A2g 


25X1A6a WR coe: In ae new addruss of Vienna F0ed Headquarters 
id to bea Vienna V, Pring Eusenstrasse 30. 


25X1A2g 
25X1A68 [ Coment: As reported in I asciusr reptacea scuwarz at Vienna 
FOeJ Headquarters, while wrangling between SCHWARZ and BRICHACEK was re~ 


ported in see also the following paragraph. 
25X1A2 
5X1 AG as Comment: This vendaney was reported in t=—==4) 25X1A2g 
Fage 5 25X1X6 


25X1A64 a Comment: Source [reported that Georg SREUER and Xim UNCER, well 


own FOeJ officials, went to Germany in early February 1949 to meet, 
Werner FISCHER of the Freie Deutsche Jugend; the purpose of the meeting 
was allegedly to take action on a Soviet suggestion that a Pan-European 
Youth Organization be created with headmarters in Germany. It is con- 
sidered likely that these two reports refer to the same meeting. 


bid : & 3 A2 
5X1 AS Comment: Gottfried HOLZER is possibly meant: seo ME 25X1A29 
laiaial Comment: This may be identical with Ludwig SCHREDER of the Verband 
scher Haeftlinge. 
25X1A6a 


nae BE Comment: This number seems greatly exagrerated; however, source 
attributes the growth of the Communist cells to pressure from USIA manage~ 
ment, reluctant wrkers ara subject to discharge as "incompetent", 

CP welfare measures have also pained new members » he states, 


Page 6 
bia Comment: The pampiet in question was presumably not si med by SCHARF, 
25X1A6a = : 7 ented 
BR somment: BOEHM's conciliatory speech in Jamary 1949 before the 
nion of Austrian Industrialists was not particularly well received hy 
many rank-and-file Socialists, 
25X1A6a 
wt HE connote: Defection of HELE or any «ther prominent Socialist 
to SCHARF's group is regarded as fantastic. 
PEE e ‘ 1 
25x iho Comment: POSPISCHIL has not been previously reported. 
Ft 


Comment : 


Relbawe tebs/a01a4e OAR MGB RERAEY MNOS SORHUGA'7 


returned to Austria aft wae. de be now in charee of « peat home 


5 : 25X1A2 
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Pape 6 (cont) 


for construction workers and wood-workers at \Cefermarkt, Luehlviertel, 
Upper Austria. It is possible that STERN, like RENNER and other old- 
line Austrian Socialists, has remained a Marxist, but his support of 
SCHARF is entirely unconfirmed, BAYER has not been previously reported. 


kinkahaial Comment: See also pararraph 3 b above, 
25X1A6a_ “— 
RRR E EES Comment: The report does not make it clear whether the Italian 


Consulate in Innsbruck is the sole channel through which Austrian Com 
munists obtain Italian visas. 


Page 7 


(2QX1A6a : BE comment: The Martinstrasse address is known to be the permanent seat 
of the Leo Gabler Party school. Another source reports that HONNER made 
a speech on 20 January 1949 at a session of the school concerning the Com- : 
munist attitude toward the coming elections. } 


29X1A6a Comment: By "decentralization" source presumably means that this j 
rasponsibility has been delegated to the district offices by KPOe City 

Headquarters. ; . ‘ 

25X1A6a ; 
eat EE Comment: Dr. ZWITTER, editor of the OF organ Slovenski Vestnik, has ; 
been frequently mntioned in reports; LAUDUS has not been previously re- i 

ported. 


25K 16a EE commen: The only point in which all three reports agree is the ar- : 
vival of TSCHUFENIG in Vienna for some sort of Party training, however : 
this is to be interpreted. NISCKELWLTZER, TUERK, and KOMPEIN cannot be 
identified with any certainty; HATZNER may be identical with Simunit MATZNER, 
a well-known Austrian Conmunist; KALT is editor of the Carinthian Communist 


“newgoaper. Volkswille; NISCHMLVITZER say be identical with Josef HISCHTL.TTZE: | 


of 
Page & 25X1A2g 
oEy Aba - | Comment : Weg und Ziel, is edited by Franz MAPEK, assisted by Hermann i 
LANGSEIN, both of tha Central Committee, and its editorial office is in the E 
Central Committee building at Vienna IX, Wasagasse 10 . L 
4 254 AG coment: Previous reports have indicated that recent proceeds from : 
é a ook sales have had a palvanizing effect on the lethargic finances of Globus. | 
Page 9 | | 
25K1A6a HE Cowent: Source does not. specify which Communist printing house he 
ts discussing in these remarks, but it is presumably Globus Verlag. He 


further fails to indicate in what way the Austrian Government has countered 
any publishing schemes aimed at Germany, especially since the discussion : 
in paragraph 27 d above incicates that Communist publications can evade 


a“atrd ss ‘ 5 : 3 
25X1A6a Austrian lew with Soviet assistance. " 
tt Comment: HLAWATSCH, WASSER, end SINKGRUBER are otherwise unknown. é 

tee Comment: RAUNIK has not been previously Lis ted, 


a ment: Another source reported a similar meeting on 24 January, 
KPOe and Or .2uITTE? for the OF. 


apse pe 


Comment: This firm is probably S. Inglicht Export-Import G.m.b.H., f 
"Vienna 1V, Vohllebengasse 18. The owner of this firm is probably idert ical f 
with Sam INSLICHT, residing at Vienna XI, Cottagegasse 96, Listed in the — 
25X1X6a Vienna telephone directary as correspondent for New Life Senior Preas, Ltd. i 
London. Source Mreported on 1, February 194% that the Transport—Express efein, i 
Vienna IV, Wohliebencasse 1@, is a cover enterprise for the KPOe. Since this 


firm is not listed in the 1949 Handels-Compass, nor in the Vienna televhone die | 
rectory, it is not possible to identify the Inslicht firm with Transport-Sxpreass ,- 
tnourh both are at the samc address, The name of the latter firm implies a tr: 
port or forwarding company; it ay be noted that Jusehwneschtrans and = 
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a Ue 


Coe © Ton, both soviet ontrolled diesel agencies, heve of 


seas at Vienna IV, “ohliebe i 
8 sees at Ys headed uy eas RBBB: © fomaee y* Srpet BNET ESS oo citer for Vienna TY; 


ane Rurt EISNER, not Neesicasls reported, a member of the Academic Freedom 
Fighters Society. .s said to be an employee, Offices of Transpa t-Express ars 
#&)d to be wall guarded, presunebly by the KPOe., 

25x 16a 


Comment: This report is completely unconfirmed, Other alleged movemen’s i 
of Communists will be reported separately, ; 


HSidt Comment: FRIESENBICHLER ha: not been previously reported. | 
25X1A6a = A ee 


weet Comment: Possibly Anna PALIN, reported as a leading Viennece woman 


Commnist . 


20% Aba HE Comment: Possibly NACHACEK will work at the new office mentioned in E 
paragraph lla above rather thar at the Central Committee building, BICHARDI i 
has also been spelled PICHARDI and 13 otherwise unknown, UACHACERK has been : 


spelled MACHECEK 1 
next Aga SPelted MACHECEK in NN 25x1A2g 


JET Comment: BERGER and SPIEVEL aie both known; SPIEGEL was mentioned in 
, 25X1A2g 25X1A2 
Rit et Comment: Soth individual: were mentioned in 
25X1A6a 
te 


se 29X1A2 
Comment: KRAHL, KPOe dist.ict head in Vienna IV, was reported a 


as Josef “KRAHL, tailor, with sho) and rysidence in Vienna IVY, Favoritenstrasse 
Both KRAHL of this report and KRAEL of Mare probably idertical with 
Eduard KRAL, tailor, listed in th: Vienna telephone directory in Vienna IV, 


25X1A6a Favoritenstrasse 48, 25X1A2g 
scence Comment: KIRSCH has been pieviously reported as an employee at KPOe 
Headquarters. KNAUER, PLETZL, and TEICHERT are previously unknown. 7 


5X1AGa «ake AE 


# Conment: STRECHA, born in Vienna in 1916, was a former secretury of 
WE, a and has besn. active in the Communist Party since 19343 
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